BB B SRISafety

Could This Collision Have Been Frevented!

Southbound Smashup

Hal wias driving south on the interstate on a sconchingly hot
diternoon. How he wished hed shelled out the extra dough
for air conditioning If enly there was g little shade! Suddeniy,
as he was passing @ maving van in the lane to his right, a
shadow loomed up, easing the heat and the blinding sun.
“Hey!" thought Hal, “If | stay right next to this van, | can
keep out of the sun.” For several miles Hal happily traveled in the shadow of the van, There were
only two southbound lanes on this interstate, but it didn't bother him at all that traffic was piling
up behind him in what was supposed to be the passing lane
.'—ffj."g happiness changed to catastrophe in the Blink of an e__n-e, when the moving van veerad
his lane, shoving him into the divider and demalishing the et side of his can As the two vehi-
skidded to g stop, the van was rearended by the car bef ..nu:.' it. The driver of the van had

¥

mpted to pass g slow car in front of the van, and had no idea the left lane wasn't cear Hal

vas driving in his blind spot

I What, if anything, could Hal have done to prevent this
BAnswars:
|. Airst, Hal should not have bean driving con-
tnuously In the passing lane. And he should
not have been driving In the van driver’s
blind spot. Defenstve drivers know that this
2. What did the van driver forget to do before beginning 's an unsafe place to be and sither stay out
of It ar mowve quicky through It It B never
the pas,si' wilse o put personal comfort over safety.
2. The van driver forgot w keok over hiz
shoulder before pasdng. Mo mamer how
good your mirrors are, It's always best to
take a direct look, espacially f you're dri-
3. The driver of the car behind Hal broke a basic safe wving a large vehlde,
. The driver of the car behind Hal broke the
drivirg rule, What is the rulel Thre=-Sacond Plus Rule for following dis-
tance at speads abowe 40 milkes per hour. In
her Impatience with Hal's slow driving In
the fast bne, she had moved wo close o
4, Courtesy on the road is a basic rule of defensive driving. Hal t= be able ta aveld a eallisien after his
* sudden stop.
T I . By driving In the passing lane, Hal obstruct-
Haw did Hal break this rule! &d the flow of trafic and put hig own com-
fort ahead of the needs of other drivers.
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