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SLING 

DEFINITION: Flexible lifting attachment used with crane hook, bucket, shovel or similar to hoist and move mate-
rials or equipment.

Potential Hazards:
	 •	Falling materials 
	 •	Sharp edges 
	 •	Pinch points 
	 •	Swinging suspended materials 

Guarding/Shielding:
	 •	Workers on ground in vicinity of lifted materials should be located in designated safety zone 
		  during lifting/hoisting operation. 

	 •	Operator of crane or device using a sling should be located in enclosed cab with sufficient impact 
		  resistance to prevent injury upon impact of falling or swinging materials. 

Protective Equipment:
Hard hats* 
Safety glasses* 
Steel toe/steel shank work boots* 
Gloves as needed 
Respirator as needed 
*minimum requirements 

Safety Procedures:
	 •	Slings must not be used if damaged or defective. Use Inspection sheet to verify condition for use. 
		  Inspections must occur before each use. 

	 •	Slings must not be loaded in excess of rated capacity. 

	 •	Employees on ground must clear the area after attaching sling to materials and remain in designated 
		  safety zone while materials are hoisted or swinging. 

	 •	Suspended loads must be kept clear of buildings, power lines and any walking or working areas.

	 •	Loads must be balanced before attempting lift. 

	 •	All workers performing the hoisting/lifting operation must be familiar with the hand signals employed 
		  and/or have access to radio communication with crane/equipment operator during hoisting activity. 

This safety resource was written for the scrap industry by the scrap industry and was developed to assist you in making your 
scrap operation a safe place for employees, customers, and visitors. This resource covers OSHA requirements that may or may 
not be applicable to your operation.



1615 L STREET, NW, SUITE 600 WASHINGTON, DC 20036-5610 • (202) 662-8500 • WWW.ISRISAFETY.ORG • ISRISAFETY@ISRI.ORG
™

	 •	Signs must be posted in the work area that identify hand signals that are in use, and the designated 
		  safe zones. 

	 •	The operator of the crane/equipment performing hoisting/lifting must always have an unobstructed 
		  view of the work area. 

	 •	Only slings that have been inspected and approved for use are allowed.


